


Vorsprung durch Technik

For over a century Vorsprung durch Technik has been our determination, our spirit and our passion. To us, Vorsprung durch Technik is much more
than a philosophy. Vorsprung durch Technik is a promise that we have made to all Audi drivers - to always find answers that offer a noticeable edge.
With every progressive model, we begin by envisioning the future. We then transform this vision into reality. Every facet is meticulously thought
through. Every detail reflects the integration of power, efficiency and aesthetics. Every element accentuates precision. Some people call it
engineering. We call it Vorsprung durch Technik.



1899

Horch is established
in Cologne

On 14 November 1899,
August Horch (1868 - 1951)
established the company

A. Horch & Cie in the
Ehrenfeld district of Cologne.

1965

The name
Audi is reborn

All work on the two-stroke
engine came to an end when
the Auto Union became part
of the Volkswagen Group.

A four-cylinder four-stroke
engine, known as the
“medium-pressure” engine,
was installed in the last DKW
model F102 and was
presented as an Audi in the
summer of 1965.

1901

The first Horch

The first Horch car took to
the road in 1901. It had a
transversely mounted engine
which developed about 6hp
(3-4kW).

1971

Vorsprung durch
Technik

German for ‘advancement
through technology’,
Vorsprung durch Technik is
the Audi brand promise and
company philosophy. It has
been used in Audi advertising
material all over the world,
after the previous slogan
Technik die begeistert
(technology that amazes)
was retired.

1909

Horch becomes Audi

In 1909, August Horch left
the company he had set up,
losing the legal right to use
Horch as the name for his
new company. However,

a solution was found during
a meeting Horch called at
the apartment of Franz
Fikentscher. Franz’s son,
who was quietly studying
Latin in a corner, interrupted
the meeting with “Father -
audiatur et altera pars...
wouldn’t it be a good idea to
call it Audi instead?” Audi is
the Latin translation of
Horch - which means hark or
listen. The idea was
enthusiastically accepted
and August Horch’s new
company was to be known as
Audi from 16 July 1909.

1980

Audi quattro -
a revolutionary
drive concept

In March 1980, a four-wheel
drive sports coupé caused a
genuine sensation on the
Audi stand at the Geneva
Motor Show. The Audi
quattro was the first high
performance vehicle with
all-wheel drive. This drive
concept had previously only
been used on trucks and off-
road vehicles. The
permanent four-wheel drive
system in the Audi quattro
enjoyed worldwide success in
motor sport and gradually
found its way into the entire
Audi model range.

1913

The first Wanderer car

The first Wanderer car with a
12hp(3-9kW) four-cylinder
engine was test driven in
1912. It went into series
production in 1913. This
small Wanderer car had not
been on the market very long
when it became a stage star
in the operetta ‘Puppchen’.
From then on the little
Wanderer was known simply
by the name ‘Puppchen’.

1989

Audi turbo diesel
with direct injection

Audi engineers were the
first to develop diesel direct
injection for car engines.

In conjunction with a
turbocharger, it achieved
extremely low-loss
combustion for very
economical fuel
consumption. In 1989, the
Audi 100 appeared at the
Frankfurt Motor Show with a
2.5-litre five-cylinder TDI
engine. Audi Hybrid
developed in 1989; Audi
unveiled the first generation
Audi duo experimental
hybrid vehicle. Eight years
later, Audi became the first
manufacturer in Europe to
take a hybrid vehicle into
volume production with the
Audi duo based on the Audi
A4 Avant.

1926

Horch -
the first German
eight-cylinder car

In 1926, the Horch 303 was
presented at the Berlin Motor
Show. It was the first
German eight-cylinder car to
go into volume production.

1993

Stronger, lighter:
Audi Space Frame

For some years, AUDI AG
had been working together
with the Aluminium
Company of America on the
development of a
lightweight aluminium
production car. The result
was presented at the 1993
Frankfurt Motor Show.

1932

Auto Union AG
is established

On 29 June 1932, four
Saxonian motor vehicle
manufacturers: Audi, DKW,
Horch and Wanderer, joined
forces to create the Auto
Union AG - each marque
symbolising one of the four

rings of the Audi trademark.

2006

Audi wins Le Mans
with a diesel engine

Audi is the first to win the
famed endurance race, the
24 Hours of Le Mans, with a
diesel engine (in the R10
TDI) and went on to repeat
that achievement in 2007
and 2008.

1933

The first Audi with
front-wheel drive

At the 1933 Berlin Motor
Show, the Auto Union
presented the new Audi, its
first standard- size
passenger car with front-
wheel drive. The company
used a kind of modular
platform design principle for
the first time with the
Wanderer six-cylinder
engine.

2008

Audi R8

The World Car of the Year
Awards voted the Audi R8 as
the 2008 World Performance
Car and Design Car of the
Year.

1937

Streamliner racing
car breaks
400km/h barrier

This aerodynamic Auto Union
car, with streamlined fairing
and an output of 544 hp
(406kW), was the first car to
exceed a speed of 400km/h
on a normal road. The
sixteen- cylinder engine was
installed behind the driver
which had a very beneficial
effect on the vehicle’s weight
distribution and driving
dynamics.

2009

100 years of Audi

Over the past 100 years Audi
has continually reinvented
itself and built the basis for
continued future success in
terms of products, financial
and sales performance as
well as the satisfaction of its
customers. “Vorspung durch
Technik” has become a way
of life and will remain our
core philosophy into the
future.

1938

The first crash
and rollover tests

From 1938 the Auto Union
carried out systematic
rollover and crash tests,
one of the first German
manufacturers to do so.
Various DKW models with
sheetmetal, wooden and
plastic body shells were
tested in order to examine
how the bodies behaved in
frontal, side impact and
lateral roll-over collisions.

2010

30 years of quattro
and the new Audi A8L

30 years ago the first Audi
with quattro permanent all
wheel-drive was introduced.
This born winner marked the
start of a success story that
still continues to this day.
The Audi A8 L: fascinating
sportiness, innovative
technology and superior
comfort. Audi is bringing the
next generation of the Audi
A8 to the starting line. The
Audi flagship demonstrates
the brand’s philosophy of
Vorsprung durch Technik.

1949

A new start in
Ingolstadt for
Auto Union GmbH

Auto Union GmbH was
established in Ingolstadt on
3 September 1949. Based on
established DKW principles,
front-wheel drive and two-
stroke engine, production of
a small but sturdy 125cc
motorcycle and a DKW
delivery van started the
same year.

2011

30 years of quattro
and the new Audi A8L

2011 sees the launch of
several amazing lighthouse
products for our brand: the
Audi Al, the Audi A7, the A8
L W12 as well as the new
Audi A6 in the second half of
the year. Audi Middle East
and the Audi dealer network
in the region have been and
will continuously improve
the sales and after sales
experience and this focus is
the foundation of
sustainable growth into the
future.
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Audi’s advanced technology
and craftsmanship
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quattro

Audi are pioneers in four-wheel drive technology, and the quattro system delivers superb handling
and traction while giving extra security and stability on any terrain. The latest models feature
40/60 percent distribution of power front to rear for optimum handling, while asymmetric/dynamic
torque distribution to all wheels enables optimum safety by automatically adjusting to variations

in grip within a fraction of a second.

Audi drive select

Mastery of driving dynamics: Audi drive select integrates the technical components that determine
the quality of the driving experience - the engine, transmission, steering (optional), shock absorbers
(optional) and the sport differential (optional). Drivers can adjust the characteristics of these systems
at any time to suit their personal preferences.

Bang & Olufsen advanced sound system

Innovative design, advanced technology plus highest quality materials and workmanship:
in partnership with the hi-fi specialists Bang & Olufsen, Audi has developed a sound system that sets
new standards - for an unforgettable listening experience.

S tronic

Audi’s S tronic transmission uses a dual clutch system that combines the feel of manual transmission
with the convenience of a modern automatic. By reducing the gear shift time to just two-tenths of a
second, with no break to power flow, the S tronic transmission results in improved acceleration,
advanced fuel efficiency and one of the swiftest shifts you will ever experience.

TFSI

Audi is the first manufacturer in the world to unite petrol direct injection and supercharging. This
means that with Audi’s TFSI technology you get higher compression and significantly improved engine
efficiency. It provides good fuel economy and greater power, along with a boost in torque so the car
responds more rapidly to the accelerator.

Audi side assist and Audi lane assist

Optional Audi side assist monitors the area behind the car using radar sensors located in the rear
bumper and warns you via a visual signal mounted in the door mirror if there is a vehicle approaching
in your blind spot. Audi lane assist warns you when you are crossing lane markings through a steering
wheel vibration, which assists you when you are distracted or tired. The vibration intensity and warning
time is adjustable via the MMI.

LED daytime running lights

A striking signature look of all Audi models, LED daytime running lights give dramatic road presence
and lending a distinctive identity to these models. As well as looking great, these jewel-like strips also
perform a useful safety role, ensuring that your Audi can clearly be seen by other road users.

All models come with LED daytime running lights as standard.

FSI

Audi’s Fuel Stratified Injection combines the benefits of fuel efficiency and increased power with
superior performance. FSI technology increases the engine’s power output while reducing fuel
consumption, making it up to 15% more economical. The fuel injected directly into the car engine
evaporates, ultimately cooling the cylinder, thus contributing to improved cylinder charging and
higher compression ratios which generates more power.

Audi Space Frame (ASF)

The Audi Space Frame is a high-strength aluminium frame structure into which all panels are
integrated so that they also perform a load-bearing function. In connection with these high-strength
aluminium panels, the aluminium body is noted for its exceptional rigidity, resulting in high crash
protection, despite its substantially lower weight.

Apple iPhone

Contemporary design and stunning innovation: Audi and Apple are natural partners. The new iPhone
is fully compatible with Audi models equipped with optional GSM phone preparation incorporating

a Bluetooth interface.

Alongside the standard hands-free functions it displays signal strength and the provider’s name; and
enables transfer of the number directory to the car’s infotainment system.

Audi Multi Media Interface

The Audi Multi Media Interface (MMI) is an integral operating concept for the operation of fitted
vehicle and infotainment components. The MMI control knob in the centre console can be turned,
pushed and linked to a high-mounted MMI display in the dashboard. The system allows the driver
to control entertainment, communication, information and vehicle systems simply and intuitively
using the single main control and the eight function keys grouped around it.



Your choice
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Audi Al

Sometimes it’s the smallest things that contain the biggest
ideas: the humble paperclip, the tungsten filament,

the swiss army knife. The Audi Al is no exception.

This new car is a distillation of all the great technologies
which came before it - many of which appear in the
flagship Audi A8. Featuring an TFSI engine born and

bred on the racetrack and cutting edge technologies

such as S tronic.

Audi A3 Sportback

The Audi A3 Sportback sets a higher standard in the
premium compact class. A redefined design, innovative
technology and extensive interior equipment make it appear
sporty and stylish. Thanks to the Sportback design the Audi
A3 offers an incredible loading capacity and a spacious
interior for all passengers.

Audi A4

Experience comfort and dynamism in the Audi A4.

A variety of powerful yet efficient FSI and TFSI engines
ensure that the different needs of your company can be
matched. Its unmistakable design, progressive technology
such as the LED daytime running lights and its versatile
usability make the Audi A4 the perfect company car.

Audi A5 Range

Each model - the Coupé, Cabriolet and Sportback

is the design leader in its class. All three models perfectly
suit the needs of its driver with a common, yet distinctive
design language. The Coupé exclaims sportiness,

the Sportback speaks practicality, and the Cabriolet

is an expression of freedom. The choice between the
fuel-efficient FSI engine and the turbo-charged TFSI engine
ensure that uncompromised performance comes standard
with each model.

Audi A6

The Audi A6 is for those who want more and won’t accept
conventional answers. It has a highly efficient engine and
dynamic chassis, an automatic distance regulation system
and a luxurious yet functional interior. The top selling
company car in Germany, it’s the right choice for any
corporate, shuttle or airline fleet.

Audi A7

The Audi A7 combines prestige, function and sport with its
‘Tornado-line’ body, one- touch memory and engine choice.
Fitted with a light and rain sensor, clear visibility is standard
on the Audi A7 while its 530-Llitre capacity boot ensures
ample space. With its spacious interior and slim outline,
this four-door luxury Coupé provides comfort, with a touch
of sport.




Audi Q5

The Audi Q5 is another example of our progressive ideas.
The SUV for a new generation, sporty but still level-headed,
combining sensible new technologies with traditional
qualities such as intelligence, comfort and power. Achieving
a perfect balance between design and luxury, the Audi Q5
delivers a rich and luxurious driving experience.

The art of progress

Audi A8 L
Perfection is its closest rival. The pinnacle of the fleet offers a luxury environment unlike any other,
Audi Q7 where automotive travel becomes an experience to be relished. Like a gemstone, its exquisite appearance
The premium SUV from Audi has been uncompromisingly ; - is punctuated by its sheer desirability; a work of art that is innovative, elegant and groundbreaking.

engineered to combine luxurious functionality, rugged
elegance and intelligent safety features. The quattro
permanent all-wheel-drive offers outstanding driving
dynamics on and off road, while the spacious interior
provides up to seven seats.

Audi TT

A design icon and an embodiment of pure emotion. A new
interpretation when form follows function. Experience the
thrill of sport and an aura of luxury with the compact Audi
TT, a car that knows the best of both worlds.

Audi R8

A supercar with exclusive edge, the Audi R8 encapsulates
speed, stability and superiority with its V8 engine, extended
wheelbase, and unmatched drive. The Audi R8'’s ‘Shift by
wire’ technology provides swift gear shifting and an
outstanding power-weight ratio, giving you the ultimate
driving experience. Complete with an R tronic sequential
gearbox and 420 hp, spontaneous acceleration is here.













